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Cambrian staff, families and students alike are excited for 
the re-opening of Steindorf STEAM K-8 Magnet School in 
August 2016.  Steindorf School originally opened to 
students on March 14th, 1955 and closed in June of 1979 
due to declining student enrollment. As enrollment 
began to shift and increase in 2012, district leaders 
envisioned reopening Steindorf as a model of STEAM 
education. The community came together to approve 
Measure I by an amazing 72% vote, making the Steindorf
vision a reality for our students, families and neighbors, 
which will come to fruition soon.

Superintendent’s Message
Exploring Infinite Possibilities for Learning

Steindorf K-8 S.T.E.A.M. Magnet School 
Steindorf will support children in a kindergarten through 
eighth grade STEAM Magnet School that will house just 
under 500 students, and is open to any student within 
Cambrian.

The students at Steindorf will engage in 21st century 
learning that includes, but is not limited to:

•   STEAM education (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Mathematics)

•   Project Based Learning infused throughout the 
rigorous Common Core curriculum

•   Classwork that regularly entails collaboration, 
cooperation, critical thinking and communication

To make all these components possible for students, 
school renovations began in 2015 to include flexible 
classroom spaces that optimize a variety of learning 
opportunities.  A new Innovation Wing is being 
constructed that will encompass our K-8 Science Lab, 
Maker Space and Learning Hub where students can design, 
tinker and create to their heart’s content. We can’t wait to 
share with you what teachers and students accomplish 
together in the 2016-2017 school year. Stay tuned for 
details about our Grand Opening ceremony coming this 
fall!

This is a tremendously exciting time for all of us at Cambrian School District. It’s the time 
in the school year when we reflect on growth through the lens of each child, our 
individual school sites and the district as a whole. Individually and collectively, we have 
accomplished much over the past several months,  and are looking forward to the great 
work yet to be done. We need to always celebrate the year’s highlights and the people 
who made them possible, and preview new developments that have us counting down 
the days to the first day of school – even as students may be counting down to summer!

We are fortunate to be adding one more school to Cambrian with the opening of 
Steindorf Magnet School, whose half-century of history will be the foundation for an all-
new, innovative K-8 STEAM program (see details below). We’re delighted that this will 
be another location of learning for all students, and also enable us to welcome many 
new faces to the Cambrian family. We can’t wait for them to see why our district is such 
a special place to learn and grow. As a community, we are equal supports of our 
children, both today and in the future.

Kind Regards,
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District Puts $39 Million In Measure I Bond Dollars To Work

On June 3, 2014, voters residing within the Cambrian School District boundaries passed Measure I, a $39 million bond 
measure that authorizes funding for needed repairs, upgrades, and new construction projects to the District’s schools. 
While Proposition 39 requires a 55% majority for any bond approval; Measure I passed by a resounding 72.47%.  We 
are forever grateful for the continued support from all Cambrian community members which continues to allow the 
District to continue exploring infinite possibilities for learning for all students.

Since the passing of the bond, the Board of Trustees and District have been very busy maximizing these dollars by 
committing to high-priority facilities projects in line with the our Facilities Master Plan. This Master Plan was 
developed with input from various stakeholders including Home & School Club members, teachers, the Board of 
Trustees, administration and consultants.  The District’s Master Plan focuses on 5 major areas, which are:
 Growth - Accommodate projected enrollment growth and reduce class sizes
 Repair and Infrastructure - Replace portables, fencing, whiteboards, rain gutters and waterlines; upgrade fire 

alarm and air conditioning systems
 Facilities Improvements - Upgrade classroom technology and furniture; add skylights
 Energy - Solar, window replacements, interior lighting and mechanical system economizers
 Safety and Security - Fencing project, classroom ceilings and parking lot improvements

On September 29th, 2015 Cambrian School District held a 
celebratory event to commemorate the completion of 
the Districtwide Solar Energy Project at Ida Price Middle 
School. All solar canopy structures throughout Cambrian 
School District are 100% operational and producing 
energy. The District expects to save $280K in the first 12 
months of operation and potentially generate income 
each year thereafter. We expect to average $405K in 
annual savings over the next 25 years.

To read our complete Facilities Master plan or to find our 
more information please go to: 

www. Cambriansd.org/facilitiesmasterplan.com

Solar Energy Lights Up Cambrian Schools

Pictured above: Cambrian School District 
Governing Board members Doron Aronson, 
Jarod Middleton, Carol Presunka, Randy 
Scofield and Jeneva Sneed; Superintendent 
Dr. Carrie Andrews; Chief Financial Officer 
Jason Vann and Director of Buildings and 
Grounds Bill Eagan.
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Teaching and Learning in Cambrian Schools
Developing Students as Writers, the Workshop Way

The K-8 English Language Arts Curriculum is in the midst of 
intense revision as we continue to embed best practices into 
everyday learning. This year, our K-6 ELA teachers are 
participating in a world-class training series developed by 
Columbia University, and are excited to share with your 
students an engaging writing format designed to produce 
critical writers and thinkers. 

Writing well has always been an emphasis as a life skill in in 
our classrooms, but its importance continues to grow as 
standardized tests, colleges, and employers demand writing 
samples as evidence of a student’s ability to communicate 
effectively. We are very excited to bring Writers' Workshop to 
Cambrian School District in all grades as one of Cambrian’s 
best instructional practices.

This year, all teachers in grades TK-6 participated in grade 
level-specific professional development as well as 
collaboration time for instructional rounds – a process of 
reviewing data, observing colleagues teach, and sharing peer 
critiques -- with coaching support from writing experts on site.

Throughout this process, teachers worked collaboratively with 
a consultant who helped them orient to the workshop model, 
explore best practices, and examine student work to make 
goals and plans for instruction moving forward.  

Over the span of this school year, we have seen the 
difference this method makes in both student success 
and enthusiasm. This is the result of an environment 
where children do all the things authors really do:

• Write what matters to them 
• Understand the strategies they need to draft, revise, 

edit, and publish 
• Effectively put language to use 
• Write to a specific audience, with purpose 
• Apply correct conventions and form

For more information on our writing program, visit the 
Teacher Reading and Writing Project at: 
http://readingandwritingproject.org/

Cambrian Educational Leaders Making A Difference 

The best teachers are also excellent learners, always curious 
and never satisfied with doing things the way they’ve always 
been done. Throughout the school year, Cambrian teachers 
have been exemplar learners and leaders, committed to 
improving their craft to make a positive difference in the lives 
of countless children. As a team, staff have focused on 
curriculum and student growth across numerous training 
opportunities. These trainings bring teachers together from 
different sites and grade levels around “professional learning 
communities” and opportunities with a variety of emphases.  
In the 2015-2016 school year, teachers shared and exchanged 
ideas on a number of topics, including:

● Math Institute summer and school-year cohorts with 
Sally Keyes 

● Writer’s Workshop
● Instructional Teacher Rounds with instructional 

coaching support
● GLAD (Guided Language Acquisition Design) 
● Project Based Learning /STEAM cohort
● English Language Acquisition/English Language 

Development Framework training through SCCOE

● Cambrian University technology courses 
● Illuminate and Google training in-service days
● Diversity in the Classroom
● Special Education Job-Alike training
● Positive Behavior Interventions and Support School 

Climate teams

Many teachers participated in more than one of these 
professional learning opportunities, bringing ideas and 
insights back to their own sites and increased opportunity 
for student achievement district-wide.

The result is a writing class that looks 
more like a college seminar than how 
we may have learned to write as 
children. Teachers deliver ten-minute 
mini-lessons on a specific skill, then 
students spend 40 minutes working

on a long-term writing project independently while the 
teacher offers one-on-one or small group coaching. The 
last portion of the lesson is an opportunity for students 
to share their work in progress with the class.
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Healthy Students are Successful Students:   
Cambrian Wellness Happenings

First Annual Cambrian Run Coming Soon

Watch this space for details about the upcoming First 
Annual Cambrian Run, a day of community wellness 
and celebration (co-sponsored by our friends at the San 
Jose City Council).

Tentatively scheduled for a Saturday in the fall, the 
Cambrian Run will kick off the new school year as we 
jog, walk, skip and jump through our beautiful 
neighborhood together. We’ll simply take a day to 
focus on wellness, community engagement and making 
new friends.

This event is appropriate for all members of the 
Cambrian community ages 1 to 101, whether or not 
you attend or have a child in a Cambrian SD school. 
Water and healthy snacks will be provided. Keep an eye 
on our website and Facebook page for a firm date and 
further details.

Cambrian Students Wild for Running

What can you do that is free, requires no special 
equipment, and is a great stress reliever? Run! Students 
throughout the district have caught running fever and are 
going the distance in a variety of ways.

Each elementary school hosts a “Mileage Club,” where 
students run and log miles during recess, at their own 
pace, to earn fun prizes. Elementary school sites also 
offer “Girls on the Run” after-school programs, which 
inspires girls to be “joyful, healthy and confident” as they 
train for a 5K run on May 14 in Vasona Park. The 5K is 
open to the entire community, so register today to see 
our girls in action!

Price Middle School’s Cross Country team wrapped up a 
banner year with a record 130 students participating in 
the season. Students worked out four times a week, 
running between 1.5-3 miles a day. Twenty-three 
students went on to represent Cambrian at the 
Montgomery Hill Park County Invitational, and the 6th

grade boys team went on to become West Valley Athletic 
League Champions! If your student is interested in 
participating next year, contact Coach Hunt – all abilities 
and experience levels are welcome!

Staff Participate in CPR Refresher

In October and November over 32 Cambrian staff 
members were trained on cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) and choking protocols. Just one more example of 
Cambrian staff going above and beyond to ensure 
students are learning and thriving in the safest school 
environment possible.

(AEDs) at all sites at the March 4th board meeting to 
safeguard the heart safety of all our students, staff and 
parents.

Cambrian School District has partnered with the Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervisors and non-profit  
Racing Hearts on this AED program to help save lives 
and make heart safety a high priority in our District. 

An AED is a lightweight, portable device that 
determines whether to deliver an electric shock 
through the chest to the heart. The shock can stop an 
irregular rhythm and allow the normal rhythm to 
resume. 

At the meeting in which the devices were approved, 
one of our very own Sartorette families shared how a 
powerful story about how an AED saved the life of their 
student two years ago. To learn more about AEDs and 
our partner organization, visit the Racing Hearts 
website.

New Playgrounds Encourage Active Recess

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of our Home 
and School Club volunteers, Bagby and Fammatre were

AEDs Installed at All 
School Sites

Cambrian Governing 
Board approved the 
placement of Automated 
External Defibrillators

were both able to install brand new playground equipment 
this year. Playing outside is not just about letting off steam. 
It is a vital part of childhood that helps children develop 
physical strength, coordination, social skills and a love of 
physical activity. Each site’s Home and School Club 
contributed more than $55,000 for the new equipment, 
such as a the large “web climber” (pictured below) which 
promotes full body strength and spatial awareness. 

Students participated in the 
process by voting on the 
equipment they liked best and 
families helped with installation. 
Attractive, engaging playgrounds 
at Cambrian schools guide 
students toward an active lifestyle 
both at school and for life.

http://www.cambriansd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CambrianSchoolDistrict/
http://www.gotrsv.org/
https://www.raceplanner.com/register/index/2016-Girls-on-the-Run-of-Silicon-Valley-5K-Registration?sid=992e0d6999824687bf6948dde49e158a
mailto:HuntR@cambriansd.org
http://www.racinghearts.org/
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Celebrating Our Students and Schools

Sartorette Elementary School: Students and staff spent 
time pounding the pavement (and grass!) at the “Walk 
Around the World” Walk-A-Thon and Festival on April 22. 
Students walked to raise funds from 9 a.m. – 1:10 p.m., 
with breaks for snacks, fun activities and visits from special 
guests. The festival began after school with international 
foods and activities as well as Earth Day related festivities, 
all designed to impart of sense of global citizenship and 
community . 

Your Feedback Needed:
Board Meeting Streaming Survey

Cambrian School District is seeking input to gauge 
community interest in streamed board meetings.

Please take our online survey: 
http://goo.gl/forms/cKbszbo1xj 

Know a family that would love to join 
the Cambrian School District 

community?
Students who live outside of the Cambrian 
School District boundaries have the 
opportunity to request to attend one of 
the four charter schools within the 
Cambrian School District. Learn more at: 
http://bit.ly/23XJ8tP

Ida Price Middle School: Price participated in an “Education 
Days” field trip to Great America for 8th graders in late 
April. Students had the opportunity to put their classroom 
experiences, both from math and physical science, to work. 
Price students could be found all over  Great America, 
outfitted with worksheets, stop watches and their 
imaginations, all taking part in one of the largest physics and 
math lab activities in the world - "Amusement Park Math 
and Science". Students at Great America have access to one 
of the world's largest laboratories for carrying our real-
world math and science experiments. It is a 
special opportunity for the outgoing 8th grade class, and 
makes the end of the year a special one at Price.

initiative dedicated to ensuring all young people in Silicon 
Valley feel valued, respected and known.  Some of the 
practices that earned Project Cornerstone’s praise include 
the school’s use of Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS), a system which focuses on proactively 
modeling and rewarding excellent student conduct rather 
than reacting to student misbehavior; the Asset Building 
Champions program, which brings families and 
community members into the school to help teach lessons 
about character and social skills; and the Bucket Fillers 
initiative, a program that encourages students to do good 
deeds and encourage their peers to keep each other’s 
emotional “buckets” full. 

Fammatre Elementary School: Fammatre has eagerly 
embraced the City of San Jose’s “Walk n’ Roll” 
program, which encourages students to safely walk 
and bike to school – and just for fun! Students learn 
pedestrian and bicycle safety skills, participate in fun 
assemblies and activities, and help their families 
organize “walking busses” and bicycle trains to and 
from school. The school held a “Bike Rodeo” on April 
15, which featured helmet checks, prizes and 
smoothies made from a bike blender. Not only does 
walking or biking to school encourage a healthy 
lifestyle, it’s an opportunity to build relationships with 
peers and neighbors and is great for the environment!

Farnham Elementary School: 
Congratulations to 
kindergarten teacher Sarah 
Wilson for winning the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Women 
Educators Society’s Penne 
Ferrell Award! The award is 
granted to a relatively new 
teacher who instills the joy of

teaching in her students and is a model of enthusiasm and 
excellence to her colleagues. She will be recognized by the 
Governing Board for her accomplishment at the May  5 
meeting.

Bagby Elementary 
School: Bagby’s
commitment to 
cultivating a 
welcoming and 
inclusive school 
environment was 
honored by the 
YMCA’s Project 
Cornerstone, an

https://sites.google.com/site/mswilsonskindergarten/
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Cambrian Staff Spotlight

Summer Fun in Store at Cambrian STEAM Academy
Cambrian School District is proud to announce Summer STEAM Academy 2016, an all-new enrichment learning opportunity 
for rising 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  This three-week educational program, running July 5-22nd at Price Middle 
School, offers students hands-on exposure to forensic science integrated with a week of music, technology, and art, 
respectively.  Classes run Monday – Friday from 8:15-12:15 p.m., and are developed and taught by Price teachers with 
expertise in each area of focus. See below for schedules, fees and a taste of what students will explore this summer:

Session Dates Time Course A Course B Cost

Session 1 July 5 -
8

8:15a -
12:15p

Forensic 
Science

World 
Percussions $200

Session 2 July 11 -
15

8:15a -
12:15p

Forensic 
Science Technology $250

Session 3 July 18 -
22

8:15a -
12:15p

Forensic 
Science Art $250

• Forensic Science: Student Super Sleuths will be 
engaged in daily hands-on, scientific activities 
that illustrate crime solving methods. 

• World Percussion: This class will introduce 
fundamental percussion techniques, 
instruments, and different musical styles.  

• Contraptions, Bots and Flying Things: Join 
Cambrian’s veteran teacher and “maker” Rick 
Schertle for a week of building, hacking, making 
and playing. 

• ART: This one week course is jam packed with 
different modes of art each day, including 
drawing, painting, printmaking, and ceramics! 

Enrollment is limited to 60 students per session and will occur on a 
rolling basis until each session is full. To register, visit: 
http://goo.gl/forms/aEj48I7fdU

Each school year we take time to recognize all our employees for their continual dedication and commitment to 
the students in Cambrian. This year we recognized Cambrian employees for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, & 30 years of 

continual service. We believe it essential to honor all staff for their endless service to the students of yesterday, 
today and tomorrow.

Congratulations to the 2015 Recipients!
5 Years
Doron Aronson (Trustee)
Gregory Chow
Kevin Comartin
Carlena Grandey
Alina Kapilevich
Linh Nguyen
Dawn Pelham
Kristi Schwiebert

10 years
Alejandro Alfaro
Tiffany Barry
Stacey Bibo Jackie 
Biggs
Jennifer Cooper
Elizabeth Drach
Leslie Duquette
Kelley Durdella

10 years (cont’d)
Faiza Fredericks
Christine Hamilton
Michelle Ignacio
Janelle Lam
Anne Marie Rose
Deborah Stein
Dan Winsor

15 Years
Gregorio Bautista
Tanya Hobson-Begraft
John Carter
Lisa De Marquez
Imelda Kortens
Lindsay Mar
Maria Montes
Patricia Del Castillo
Lori Hoffman

20 Years
John Olsen
Randy Scofield (Trustee)
25 Years
Barb Medina
Raychelle Fordham
Kayvon Kordestani
Su Renfer
30 Years
Marlene Austin

Day of the Employee 2016

Each April,  Cambrian celebrates the Day of the Employee, an annual tradition of 
giving thanks for the amazing things staff do throughout the year on behalf of our 
students. On April 21, Members of the Governing Board and District Office 
Administration Team visit school sites and the District Office to greet staff members 
and thank them for their dedication to the students of Cambrian. Whether in front 
of the classroom or “behind the scenes”, it takes hundreds of dedicated and caring 
people to ensure each of our students receives the best education possible.

http://goo.gl/forms/aEj48I7fdU
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Cambrian Artists at Work
Elementary Art Vistas

All students at Cambrian elementary schools have the opportunity to participate 
in Art Vistas, a program that brings community volunteers into the classroom to 
expose students to great works of art and give them the opportunity to try their 
hands at a variety of artistic techniques. This is a collaborative effort involving 
hundreds of family and community volunteers, and results in thousands of pieces 
of student artwork. Want to see the fruits of their labors? The students’ favorite 
pieces are displayed at year end “Gallery Nights,” usually scheduled to coincide 
with end-of-year Open House events. Check your school’s calendar to see when 
their show is scheduled!

Price Art On Point

Ida Price Middle School offers Art at both the beginner and intermediate level – a rare opportunity for middle school 
students. Under the instruction of Carrie Lyons-Lao, students explore a variety of media and methods. Enjoy these samples 
of work produced throughout the year!

Triptych Acrylic Painting
Jeanne Clark
Grade 8; Art 2

Oil Pastel Self Portrait
Rachel Moody
Grade 8; Art 1

Still Life Paper Acrylic Painting
Tyler Pearson
Grade 8; Art 1 Chinese Sumi-e Art

Jennifer Ye
Grade 7; Art 1

mailto:lyonslaoc@cambriansd.org


Connect with Cambrian School District!

Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/cambrianschooldistrict

For current and up to date information visit 
our website at:

www.cambriansd.org

Cambrian School District
4115 Jacksol Drive
San Jose, CA 95124
408-377-2103

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Doron Aronson
Jarod Middleton
Carol Presunka
Randy Scofield
Jeneva Sneed

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Carrie Andrews

Triptych Acrylic Painting
Anamarie Sanchez
Grade 7; Art 2

http://www.facebook.com/cambrianschooldistrict
http://www.cambriansd.org/
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